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Key Features:

Is maidenhair fern right for your garden?

Traditional Use
Shiny, dark stems 
were used to make 
baskets. Leaves used 
to make a tea to 
treat coughs.

Visitors to Explore 
Provides cover to 
small animals like 
this blue-spotted 
salamander, and also 
to the American 
toad and five-lined 
skink..

Color Splash
Fiddlehead bursts 
into spring with 
showy red color.

maidenhair Fern  
 (Adiantum pedatum)

Peter Gorman

William Cullina

National Museum of the American Indian, 
Smithsonian Institution (26-4639)

Todd Pierson

1-3 ft tall
1-2 ft wide

Protecting, enhancing, and promoting Northwest 
Michigan’s natural communities through terrestrial 
invasive plant management and outreach.

To learn more about how you can help protect our wild places, visit HabitatMatters.org
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Key Features:

Is big bluestem right for your garden?

Prairie Grass
One of the primary 
components of the 
tallgrass prairie.. 
Named for its 
attractive blue-
green stems.

Visitors to Explore 
Hosts insects like this 
indian skipper, and 
also grasshoppers 
like the admirable 
grasshopper.  Seeds 
feed birds like the 
henslow's sparrow.

Delicate Bloom
You'll have to 
look closely, but 
its blooms bring 
interesting shapes 
and colors.

big bluestem  
 (Andropogon gerardii)

US Department of Agriculture

Gordilly

Matt Lavin

July-Aug.
Rohini Mehta

5-7 ft tall
2-3 ft wide

Protecting, enhancing, and promoting Northwest 
Michigan’s natural communities through terrestrial 
invasive plant management and outreach.

To learn more about how you can help protect our wild places, visit HabitatMatters.org
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Key Features:

Is trumpet vine right for your garden?

Showy Blooms
Spectacular blooms 
in dense clusters 
make for vibrant 
gardens.

Visitors to Explore 
Blooms attract 
pollinators like 
hummingbirds. 
Hosts the trumpet 
vine sphinx moth 
and hummingbird 
sphinx moth.

Fast Growing
Offers excellent quick 
cover for structures 
like trellises, or 
covering up unsightly 
areas like rock piles or 
old stumps.

trumpet vine  
 (Campsis radicans)

Julie Weisenhorn

Sally and Andy Wasowski
Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center

Alan Cressler

July-Sept.
Carol Foil

25-40 ft tall
5-10 ft wide

Protecting, enhancing, and promoting Northwest 
Michigan’s natural communities through terrestrial 
invasive plant management and outreach.

To learn more about how you can help protect our wild places, visit HabitatMatters.org
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Key Features:

Is bristly sedge right for your garden?

Unique Bloom
Sedges often 
showcase unique 
blooms that spice 
up the garden.

Visitors to Explore 
Hosts the 
caterpillars of this 
eyed brown, as well 
as other insects 
like the long dash 
skipper and the 
mulberry wing.

Attractive Foliage
Soft foliage adds 
texture to the 
landscape.

bristly sedge  
 (Carex comosa)

Neal S. Ratzlaff

Roland E. Barth

Corey Raimond

May-June
Bill Bouton

2-3 ft tall
1-2 ft wide

Protecting, enhancing, and promoting Northwest 
Michigan’s natural communities through terrestrial 
invasive plant management and outreach.

To learn more about how you can help protect our wild places, visit HabitatMatters.org
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Key Features:

Is fringed sedge right for your garden?

Rain Garden
Beautiful addition 
to a rain garden. 
Rain gardens help 
keep run-off and 
pollution out of 
natural areas.

Visitors to Explore
Provides cover for 
wetland wildlife. Hosts 
this Appalachian brown, 
along with other 
insects like the striped 
sedge grasshopper..

Unique Bloom
Sedges often 
showcase unique 
blooms that spice 
up the garden.

Fringed sedge  
 (Carex crinita)

Mark Funk

Ellen Falbowski

G.T. Conservation District

May
Patrick Coin

2-4 ft tall
1-3 ft wide

Protecting, enhancing, and promoting Northwest 
Michigan’s natural communities through terrestrial 
invasive plant management and outreach.

To learn more about how you can help protect our wild places, visit HabitatMatters.org
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Key Features:

Is Pennsylvania sedge right for your garden?

Soft Texture
Feels soft underfoot 
when used as a turf 
replacement.

Visitors to Explore 
Hosts insects like this 
red-winged grasshopper, 
and others like the 
caterpillars of the 
Appalachian brown 
butterfly. Supports birds 
like the eastern towhee.

Unique Blooms
Blooms appear in 
May, containing both 
male and female 
parts.

pennsylvania sedge  
 (Carex pennsylvanica)

Garden of the Woods 
New England Wildflower Society

Justin Heslinga

Jessica Norman

Apr.-May
David Bygott

1/2-1 ft tall
1/2-2 ft wide

Protecting, enhancing, and promoting Northwest 
Michigan’s natural communities through terrestrial 
invasive plant management and outreach.

To learn more about how you can help protect our wild places, visit HabitatMatters.org
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Key Features:

Is silver sedge right for your garden?

Groundcover
Silver sedge clumps 
nicely, to create 
an alternative 
groundcover in lieu. 
of grass or myrtle.v

Invasive alternative 
Silver sedge may 
be used in place 
of ribbon grass, a 
cultivar of the highly 
invasive reed canary 
grass.

Flowers
Sends up its 
spikelets in May or 
June.

silver sedge  
 (Carex platyphylla)

Jason Sturner 72

Tyler W Smith

Sustainable-Gardening.org

June
Matthew Bertrand

Grand Traverse Conservation District

1 ft tall
1-2 ft wide

Protecting, enhancing, and promoting Northwest 
Michigan’s natural communities through terrestrial 
invasive plant management and outreach.

To learn more about how you can help protect our wild places, visit HabitatMatters.org
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Key Features:

Is American bittersweet right for your garden?

Quick Cover
Excellent for 
trellises, fences, 
posts, arbors, or 
other landscape 
structures.

Visitors to Explore 
Hosts the common 
tan wave pictured. 
Berries provide food 
for wild turkeys 
and other wildlife. 
Flowers attract native 
pollinators like halictid 
bees.

Berries
Large, orange 
berries in the fall 
may be used in 
crafts, like those 
of its invasive 
counterpart.

ameriCan bittersweet  
 (Celastrus scandens)

Phillip Merritt

Gordilly

Peter Gorman

May-June
John Beetham

15-25 ft tall
3-6 ft wide

Protecting, enhancing, and promoting Northwest 
Michigan’s natural communities through terrestrial 
invasive plant management and outreach.

To learn more about how you can help protect our wild places, visit HabitatMatters.org
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Key Features:

Is northern sea oats right for your garden?

Cut Flowers
Dried stalks hold 
appearance through 
much of winter, 
and may be used 
in cut flower 
arrangements..

Visitors to Explore 
Sustains insect like 
the northern pearly 
eye (pictured), 
the pepper & salt 
skipper, and the 
common roadside 
skipper.

Seedheads
Seedheads painful 
to deer and other 
herbivores. Re-
seeds readily.

northern sea oats  
 (Chasmanthium latifolium)

green.thumbs

Kleydev

Michael Ciarleglio

July-Sept
Bill Bouton

2-4 ft tall
1-2 ft wide

Protecting, enhancing, and promoting Northwest 
Michigan’s natural communities through terrestrial 
invasive plant management and outreach.

To learn more about how you can help protect our wild places, visit HabitatMatters.org
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Key Features:

Is virgin’s bower right for your garden?

Unique Seeds
Plume-like 
seedheads gave it 
another common 
name "old man's 
beard."

Visitors to Explore 
Hosts insects like 
the mournful thyris 
(pictured), and also 
the spotted thyris. 
Flowers attract 
native pollinators 
like halictid bees..

Attractive Foliage
Lacking tendrils, it 
vines by wrapping 
stems around 
support structures..

virgin’s bower  
 (Clematis virginiana)

Anita Gould

Phillip Merritt

Ellen Falbowski

May
Bill Bouton

15-20 ft tall
3-6 ft wide

Protecting, enhancing, and promoting Northwest 
Michigan’s natural communities through terrestrial 
invasive plant management and outreach.

To learn more about how you can help protect our wild places, visit HabitatMatters.org
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Key Features:

Is trumpet honeysuckle right for your garden?

Berries
Trumpet 
honeysuckle 
produces attractive 
red berries at the 
ends of each vining 
stalk.

Visitors to Explore 
Hosts caterpillars 
of this snowberry 
clearwing, as well 
as those of the grey 
scoopwing, and the 
white-lined sphinx 
moth.

Spectacular Bloom
Spectacular trumpet 
shaped flowers 
attract hummingbirds 
and other pollinators.

trumpet honeysuCKle  
 (Lonicera sempervirens)

Rachel Ford James

BlueRidgeKitties

Jason Sharp

May-June
Andrea Westmoreland

8-15 ft tall
3-6 ft wide

Protecting, enhancing, and promoting Northwest 
Michigan’s natural communities through terrestrial 
invasive plant management and outreach.

To learn more about how you can help protect our wild places, visit HabitatMatters.org
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Key Features:

Is ostrich fern right for your garden?

Hosta Alternative
Try ostrich fern as 
an alternative to the 
commonplace hosta.

Visitors to Explore 
Hosts caterpillars of 
this ostrich fern borer 
moth, and also those 
of the gold-spotted 
ghost moth. Provides 
cover for amphibians 
like the northern 
green frog.

Fiddleheads
A traditional dish 
in northern New 
England, it must be 
cooked properly to 
remove toxins.

ostriCh Fern  
 (Matteuccia struthiopteris)

Ryan Somma

Amanda Slater

Willa Palens

3-6 ft tall
5-8 ft wide

Protecting, enhancing, and promoting Northwest 
Michigan’s natural communities through terrestrial 
invasive plant management and outreach.

To learn more about how you can help protect our wild places, visit HabitatMatters.org

Daryl Mitchell
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Key Features:

Is sensitive fern right for your garden?

Fiddleheads
Appear early 
in spring. Not 
reported to be 
edible.

Visitors to Explore 
Provides cover 
for wildlife, like 
this blfue-spotted 
salamander and 
others like the 
northern green frog 
and five-lined skink.

Attractive Foliage
Cut fronds often 
used in flower 
arrangements. Frost 
"sensitive."

sensitive Fern  
 (Onoclea sensibilis)

Lynn E. Lunger

National Park Service

Todd Pierson

2-3 ft tall
2-3 ft wide

Protecting, enhancing, and promoting Northwest 
Michigan’s natural communities through terrestrial 
invasive plant management and outreach.

To learn more about how you can help protect our wild places, visit HabitatMatters.org

Sally and Andy Wasowski
Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center
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Key Features:

Is cinnamon fern right for your garden?

Hosta Alternative
Try cinnamon fern 
as an alternative to 
the commonplace 
hosta.

Visitors to Explore 
Hosts the regal 
fern borer moth 
and provides cover 
for amphibians like 
the northern green 
frog. Birds like this 
hummingbird use 
fiddlehead fuzz for nests.

Fiddleheads
Fuzz is a favorite 
nesting materials for 
birds. Fiddleheads 
are edible.

Cinnamon Fern  
 (Osmunda cinnamomea)

Calvin Lo

Roland Tremblay

Daryl Mitchell

Dalvenjah Foxfire

2-4 ft tall
2-4 ft wide

Protecting, enhancing, and promoting Northwest 
Michigan’s natural communities through terrestrial 
invasive plant management and outreach.

To learn more about how you can help protect our wild places, visit HabitatMatters.org
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Key Features:

Is royal fern right for your garden?

Fiddleheads
Early shoots
(called fiddleheads)
are edible and
have a taste like
asparagus.

Visitors to Explore 
Ferns create cover 
for frogs and other 
small creatures. 
Royal fern hosts 
caterpillars of the 
regal fern borer 
moth.

Fall Color
May turn golden in 
the fall. Root mass 
used as potting 
medium for orchids.

royal Fern  
 (Osmunda regalis)

Rhian vK

Mary.do

Tom Potterfield

John Beetham

2-4 ft tall
2-4 ft wide

Protecting, enhancing, and promoting Northwest 
Michigan’s natural communities through terrestrial 
invasive plant management and outreach.

To learn more about how you can help protect our wild places, visit HabitatMatters.org
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Key Features:

Is Virginia creeper right for your garden?

Berries
Ornamental, but 
toxic if ingested (as 
is the case for many 
common ornamentals, 
like lily of the valley).
Re-seeds readily.

Visitors to Explore 
Hosts caterpillars of 
this pandora sphinx 
moth, and also those 
of thebeautiful wood 
nymph. Berries 
feed birds, like the 
northern flicker..

Foliage
Can be used as a 
groundcover like 
English ivy. Often 
confused with poison 
ivy. "Leaves of three, 
let it be. Leaves of five, 
let it thrive. "

virginia Creeper  
 (Parthenocissus quinquefolia)

Bob Gutowski

Mary Keim

Dan Mullen

June-Aug
E_monk

30-50 ft tall
5-10 ft wide

Protecting, enhancing, and promoting Northwest 
Michigan’s natural communities through terrestrial 
invasive plant management and outreach.

To learn more about how you can help protect our wild places, visit HabitatMatters.org
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Key Features:

Is christmas fern right for your garden?

Attractive Foliage
Evergreen foliage 
adds a pleasant 
accent to the garden.

Visitors to Explore 
As an evergreen, 
often eaten by 
deer in winter. 
Provides cover for 
amphibians like this 
American toad.

Fiddleheads
Early spring 
fiddleheads are 
attractive, though 
not edible as with 
other ferns.

Christmas Fern  
 (Polystichum acrostichoides)

Tom Potterfield

D. Knepper

Tom Potterfield

Ken-Ichi Ueda

1.5-2 ft tall
1-2 ft wide

Protecting, enhancing, and promoting Northwest 
Michigan’s natural communities through terrestrial 
invasive plant management and outreach.

To learn more about how you can help protect our wild places, visit HabitatMatters.org
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Key Features:

Is little bluestem right for your garden?

All Year Beauty
Blue green stems in 
summer yield to red 
fall color and winter 
interest from tufted 
seedheads.

Visitors to Explore 
Hosts the caterpillars 
of this swarthy 
skipper. Also hosts the 
admirable grasshopper. 
Seeds feed birds like 
the bobolink.

Mass Effect
Readily re-seeds, 
and looks great 
in large plantings. 
Outstanding for 
erosion control on 
slopes.

little bluestem  
 (Schizachyrium scoparium)

Angie Lucas

Patrick Alexander

Drew Avery

Aug.-Oct.
John Beetham

2-4 ft tall
1-2 ft wide

Protecting, enhancing, and promoting Northwest 
Michigan’s natural communities through terrestrial 
invasive plant management and outreach.

To learn more about how you can help protect our wild places, visit HabitatMatters.org
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Key Features:

Is bulrush right for your garden?

Water Gardens
Forms a buffer against 
wind and wave action 
that creates more 
favorable conditions 
for other plants to 
grow.

Visitors to Explore 
Hosts the caterpillars 
of this oblong 
sedge border moth. 
Provides food and 
cover for muskrats, 
trumpeter swans, and 
other wildlife.

Unique Bloom
Sedges often 
showcase unique 
blooms that create 
visual interest in the 
garden.

bulrush  
 (Scirpus atrovirens)

Peter C. Gorman

Matthew L. Wagner
University of Wisconsin- Stevens Point

June-July
Willa Palen

3-5 ft tall
2-4 ft wide

Protecting, enhancing, and promoting Northwest 
Michigan’s natural communities through terrestrial 
invasive plant management and outreach.

To learn more about how you can help protect our wild places, visit HabitatMatters.org

Sally and Andy Wasowski
Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center
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Key Features:

Is prairie dropseed right for your garden?

Border Plant
Excellent for 
borders and 
constrained spaces.

Visitors to Explore 
Hosts insects 
like this leonard's 
skipper, the 
admirable 
grasshopper, the 
red-tailed leafhopper, 
and others.

Fall Color
Foliage turns golden 
in the fall, fading to 
bronze in winter. 
Snow does not 
readily weigh it 
down.

prairie dropseed  
 (Sporobolus heterolepis)

Sally and Andy Wasowski
Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center

Mark Swanson

Aug.-Sept.
Summerazure

2-3 ft tall
2-3 ft wide

Protecting, enhancing, and promoting Northwest 
Michigan’s natural communities through terrestrial 
invasive plant management and outreach.

To learn more about how you can help protect our wild places, visit HabitatMatters.org

American Horticultural Society


