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Key Features:

Is balsam fir right for you?

Needles
Dark, shiny green 
needles grow up to 
1” long.

Visitors to Explore 
Provides cover and 
nesting to many birds. 
The ruffed grouse 
pictured eats the fir’s 
needles, tips, and buds, 
accounting for about 
10% of its fall and 
winter diet.

Cones
Cones stand upright 
on branches, 
characteristic of the 
genus, Abies.

Balsam Fir  
 (Abies balsamea)

nautical2k

KP McFarland

US Department of Agriculture

Matt Reinbold

50-70 ft tall, 15-25 ft wide

Protecting, enhancing, and promoting Northwest 
Michigan’s natural communities through terrestrial 
invasive plant management and outreach.

To learn more about how you can help protect our wild places, visit HabitatMatters.org
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Key Features:

Is red maple right for you?

Leaves
Leaves grow two to 
four inches long. Fall 
color varies from 
yellow to burgundy 
and is typically one of 
the first to show color.

Visitors to Explore 
Hosts caterpillars of 
this rosy maple moth, 
as well as those of the 
maple looper moth 
and little white moth.

Flowers
Showy red flowers 
typically appear in 
late March through 
early April.

red maple  
 (Acer rubrum)

geneva_wirth

Eli Sagor

F.D. Richards

Piccolo Namek

40-70 ft tall, 30-50 ft wide

Protecting, enhancing, and promoting Northwest 
Michigan’s natural communities through terrestrial 
invasive plant management and outreach.

To learn more about how you can help protect our wild places, visit HabitatMatters.org
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Key Features:

Is sugar maple right for you?

Sweet Sap
Sap harvested late 
winter to make 
maple syrup, 40 
gallons of sap per 
gallon of syrup.

Visitors to Explore 
Hosts caterpillars of 
this rosy maple moth. 
Also hosts the maple 
looper. Supports 
birds like the rose-
breasted grosbeak.

Fall Color
Opposite, 3-6 inch 
long leaves, star 
shaped with five 
lobes. Showy in the 
fall.

sugar maple  
 (Acer saccharum)

Bruce Marlin

Kenny Louie

Dave Pape

Piccolo Namek

40-80 ft tall, 35-50 ft wide

Protecting, enhancing, and promoting Northwest 
Michigan’s natural communities through terrestrial 
invasive plant management and outreach.

To learn more about how you can help protect our wild places, visit HabitatMatters.org
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Key Features:

Is serviceberry right for you?

Berries
Reddish berries 
typically ripen to 
black in June. They 
are edible and 
sweet. 

Visitors to Explore 
Hosts this striped 
hairstreak butterfly. 
Birds like the cedar 
waxwing and northern 
cardinal feast on the 
June berries.

Flowers
Blooms in late 
spring, with flowers 
appearing on tips of 
branches,

serviceBerry  
 (Amelanchier canadensis)

Schichtels

KENPEI

Mark Brand

Gilles Gonthier

25-30 ft tall, 15-20 ft wide

Protecting, enhancing, and promoting Northwest 
Michigan’s natural communities through terrestrial 
invasive plant management and outreach.

To learn more about how you can help protect our wild places, visit HabitatMatters.org
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Key Features:

Is river birch right for you?

Leaves & Catkins
Doubly serrate 
leaves turn yellow 
in the fall but drop 
quickly. Catkins 
appear in April or 
May.

Visitors to Explore 
Birds like these 
cedar waxwings eat 
the catkins. Hosts 
the caterpillar of 
the mourning cloak 
butterfly.

Unique Bark
Impressive curling 
bark is a key selling 
point for  many 
landscapes.

river Birch  
 (Betula nigra)

geneva_wirth

Eli Sagor

F.D. Richards

Dave Spier

40-70 ft tall, 40-60 ft wide

Protecting, enhancing, and promoting Northwest 
Michigan’s natural communities through terrestrial 
invasive plant management and outreach.

To learn more about how you can help protect our wild places, visit HabitatMatters.org
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Key Features:

Is paper birch right for you?

Leaves
Leaves grow two 
to four inches long, 
turning a showy 
golden in autumn.

Visitors to Explore 
Hosts the caterpillars 
of this mourning cloak 
butterfly, as well as 
those of the luna moth 
and the Eastern tiger 
swallowtail butterfly.

Peeling Bark
Well known for 
spectacular peeling 
white bark. 

paper Birch  
 (Betula papyrifera)

Fool-on-the-Hill

Eli Sagor

F.D. Richards

Matt Reinbold

50-70 ft tall, 25-50 ft wide

Protecting, enhancing, and promoting Northwest 
Michigan’s natural communities through terrestrial 
invasive plant management and outreach.

To learn more about how you can help protect our wild places, visit HabitatMatters.org
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Key Features:

Is New Jersey tea right for you?

Flowers
The showy, fragrant 
flowers typically 
bloom May through 
July.

Visitors to Explore 
Hosts the caterpillars 
of this spring azure 
butterfly. Nectar 
attracts hummingbirds. 
Wild turkeys feed on 
its seeds.

Leaves
Pubescent leaves 
(e.g. covered in 
small hairs) give 
the entire plant a 
grayish cast. 

New Jersey tea  
 (Ceanothus americanus)

Dennis Stevenson

Dennis Stevenson

R.W. Smith

Walter Siegmund

3-5 ft tall, 3-5 ft wide

Protecting, enhancing, and promoting Northwest 
Michigan’s natural communities through terrestrial 
invasive plant management and outreach.

To learn more about how you can help protect our wild places, visit HabitatMatters.org
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Key Features:

Is buttonbush right for you?

Fruits
Fruit clusters 
mature in 
September and are 
edible.

Visitors to Explore 
Hosts the hydrangea 
sphinx moth. Fruits 
are eaten by water 
fowl like this green-
winged teal. Flowers 
attracts ruby-throated 
hummingbiords.

Blooms
Blooms June-
August, with 
globular heads 
about 1” across.

ButtoNBush  
 (Cephalanthus occidentalis)

BotBln

Rufino Osorio

Sandy Smith 

Dick Daniels

5-12 ft tall, 4-8 ft wide

Protecting, enhancing, and promoting Northwest 
Michigan’s natural communities through terrestrial 
invasive plant management and outreach.

To learn more about how you can help protect our wild places, visit HabitatMatters.org
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Key Features:

Is white flowering dogwood right for you?

Fall Color
Sometimes retains 
fruit into winter. 
Showy colors are 
seen in the fall. 

Visitors to Explore 
Hosts the caterpillars 
of this cecropia moth. 
Berries feed birds like 
the Swainson’s thush, 
among others.

Flowers
Flowers are small 
and yellow-green 
in the center of the 
large, showy bracts. 
Blooms in May.

white FloweriNg dogwood  
	 (Cornus	florida)

geneva_wirth

Eric Hunt

James Gaither

Anita Gould

15-30 ft tall, 15-30 ft wide

Protecting, enhancing, and promoting Northwest 
Michigan’s natural communities through terrestrial 
invasive plant management and outreach.

To learn more about how you can help protect our wild places, visit HabitatMatters.org
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Key Features:

Is gray dogwood right for you?

Berries
White berries are 
produced during the 
summer on bright 
red branches.

Visitors to Explore 
Hosts the caterpillars 
of this spring azure 
butterfly. Berries feed 
birds like the ruffed 
grouse and the downy 
woodpecker.

Bark & Flowers
Gray dogwood bark 
is shaggy. In the 
late spring, white 
flowers bloom 
at the tip of the 
branches,

gray dogwood  
 (Cornus racemosa)

gmayfield10

Steven J. Baskauf

Mitternacht90

Walter Siegmund

5-10 ft tall, 5-9 ft wide

Protecting, enhancing, and promoting Northwest 
Michigan’s natural communities through terrestrial 
invasive plant management and outreach.

To learn more about how you can help protect our wild places, visit HabitatMatters.org
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Key Features:

Is red-osier dogwood right for you?

Berries
Flowers in June. 
Small, white berries 
appear in August and 
September.

Visitors to Explore 
Hosts this spring azure 
butterfly. Its berries 
provide feed for birds 
like the cedar waxwing 
and the ring-knecked 
pheasant.

Unique Bark
Bright red bark 
brings great winter 
interest. Changes to 
green in the spring.

red-osier dogwood  
 (Cornus stolonifera)

Paul Slichter

Rafael Penaloza

Patrick Barks

Walter Siegmund

3-9 ft tall, 6-10 ft wide

Protecting, enhancing, and promoting Northwest 
Michigan’s natural communities through terrestrial 
invasive plant management and outreach.

To learn more about how you can help protect our wild places, visit HabitatMatters.org
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Key Features:

Is American hazelnut right for you?

Nuts
Nuts mature in 
September. They are 
edible (albeit a tad 
smaller than cultivated 
hazelnuts) and of 
enormous habitat value.

Visitors to Explore 
Hosts this American 
dagger moth 
caterpillar, as well 
as the regal moth 
caterpillar.  Mast crop 
of nutes support many 
birds and mammals.

Flowers
Flowers appear in 
early spring, along 
with male catkins.

americaN hazelNut  
 (Corylus americana)

Cindy Kilpatrick

Julie Makin 
Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center

Paul Wray
Iowa State University, Bugwood.org

ozmetarium

10-16 ft tall, 8-13 ft wide

Protecting, enhancing, and promoting Northwest 
Michigan’s natural communities through terrestrial 
invasive plant management and outreach.

To learn more about how you can help protect our wild places, visit HabitatMatters.org
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Key Features:

Is winterberry right for you?

Leaves
Leaves are simple 
and obovate with 
sharply double 
toothed margins.

Visitors to Explore 
Hosts this henry’s elfin 
butterfly. Its berries 
are eaten by birds like 
the cedar waxwing 
and the American 
robin.

Flowers
In the late spring, small 
white flowers bloom. 
Bright red berries are 
produced in the late 
summer and persist 
into January.

wiNterBerry  
 (Ilex verticillata)

dogtooth77

John Beetham

SB Johnny

Megan McCarty

5-12 ft tall, 5-12 ft wide

Protecting, enhancing, and promoting Northwest 
Michigan’s natural communities through terrestrial 
invasive plant management and outreach.

To learn more about how you can help protect our wild places, visit HabitatMatters.org
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Key Features:

Is black walnut right for you?

Fruits
Extremely hard 
nuts provide good 
wildlife value. Edible. 
Take care not to 
plant where nuts 
may cause damage.

Visitors to Explore 
Hosts this hickory 
horned devil 
caterpillar, and also the 
caterpillar of the luna 
moth.  Associated with 
the Baltimore oriole.

Leaves & Roots
Compound leaves appear 
late and are dropped 
early relative to other 
trees. Caution: roots 
produce a toxin that may 
harm or kill non-adapted 
plants growing nearby.

BlacK walNut  
 (Juglans nigra)

JoJan

Steven J Baskauf

Mongo

Lisa Brown

60-80 ft tall, 50-90 ft wide

Protecting, enhancing, and promoting Northwest 
Michigan’s natural communities through terrestrial 
invasive plant management and outreach.

To learn more about how you can help protect our wild places, visit HabitatMatters.org



I 

 

Key Features:

Is American larch right for you?

Needles
Needles are soft 
and bright green. 
Unlike most conifers, 
it drops needles 
in winter after a 
spectacular fall color.

Visitors to Explore 
Hosts this larch 
silkmoth, as well as 
other lepidoptera like 
the Eastern pine elfin 
and the green larch 
looper.

Cones
Seed cones small, 
typically <2cm. 
Attractive in 
color, cones add 
ornamental value.

americaN larch  
 (Larix laricina)

Cindy Kilpatrick

Eli Sagor

F.D. Richards

Matt Reinbold

40-80 ft tall, 15-30 ft wide

Protecting, enhancing, and promoting Northwest 
Michigan’s natural communities through terrestrial 
invasive plant management and outreach.

To learn more about how you can help protect our wild places, visit HabitatMatters.org
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Key Features:

Is northern bayberry right for you?

Leaves
Leaves are a leathery, 
dark green, and 
aromatic when 
crushed. Semi-
evergreen, minimal 
fall color.

Visitors to Explore 
Hosts the caterpillar 
of this Columbia 
silkmoth. Berries 
attract birds like 
the black-capped 
chickadee and the 
yellow warbler.

Berries
Berries grow only 
on female plants. 
Birds eat them in 
winter, and they can 
be used to make 
wax.

NortherN BayBerry  
 (Myrica pensylvanica)

Leonara Enking

Shane Morgan

Derek Ramsey

Matt Reinbold

5-10 ft tall, 5-10 ft wide

Protecting, enhancing, and promoting Northwest 
Michigan’s natural communities through terrestrial 
invasive plant management and outreach.

To learn more about how you can help protect our wild places, visit HabitatMatters.org
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Key Features:

Is ninebark right for you?

Blooms
Whitish-pink flower 
clusters bloom June-
July. Seeds appear in 
August-September 
and persist into 
winter.

Visitors to Explore 
Hosts this saddleback 
caterpillar, and also 
the spiny slugmoth 
caterpillar. Seeds eaten 
by upland game birds. 
Blooms sustain native 
pollinators.

Unique Bark
Ninebark has 
interesting peeling 
texture, from which 
ninebark gets its 
name.

NiNeBarK  
 (Physocarpus opulifolius)

Bobby Hattaway

Wouter Hagnes

Dan Mullen

Kevin Collins

5-8 ft tall, 4-6 ft wide

Protecting, enhancing, and promoting Northwest 
Michigan’s natural communities through terrestrial 
invasive plant management and outreach.

To learn more about how you can help protect our wild places, visit HabitatMatters.org
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Key Features:

Is white spruce right for you?

Needles
Needles are stiff and 
are arranged 
spirally on branch.

Visitors to Explore 
Supports birds like 
this white-breasted 
nuthatch, as well as 
others like the ruffed 
grouse and black-
capped chickadee.

Cones
Pollen cones form 
in May.  Seed cones 
ripen in the fall of 
the 1st year, 1-2 
inches long.

white spruce  
 (Picea glauca)

nautical2k

Joseph O’Brien

SriMesh 

MDF

40-75 ft tall, 10-25 ft wide

Protecting, enhancing, and promoting Northwest 
Michigan’s natural communities through terrestrial 
invasive plant management and outreach.

To learn more about how you can help protect our wild places, visit HabitatMatters.org
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Key Features:

Is red pine right for you?

Needles
Needles are in 
clusters of two and 
are brittle when bent.

Visitors to Explore 
Hosts this pine sphinx 
caterpillar. Provides 
cover for birds like 
the pine siskin and the 
oven bird.

Cones
Pollen cones form 
April-May.  2” long 
seed cones mature 
in fall of the second 
year.

red piNe  
 (Pinus resinosa)

Eli Sagor

Dennis Fernkes

Thomas Kent

Matt Reinbold

50-80 ft tall, 15-25 ft wide

Protecting, enhancing, and promoting Northwest 
Michigan’s natural communities through terrestrial 
invasive plant management and outreach.

To learn more about how you can help protect our wild places, visit HabitatMatters.org
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Key Features:

Is white pine right for you?

Needles
Its 2-5 inch long 
needles come in 
bundles of five. 
Needles are soft to 
the touch.

Visitors to Explore 
Hosts caterpillars of 
this pine devil moth, 
along with those of 
the pine elfin butterfly. 
Squirrels, chipmunks, 
birds, and mice feed 
on seeds.

Cones
Pollen cones form 
in June. Seed cones 
produced in late 
June, 6-8 inches long 
at ripening.

white piNe  
 (Pinus strobus)

    FD Richards

Kieth Kanoti

Hardyplants

Elissa Malcohn

50-80 ft tall, 20-40 ft wide

Protecting, enhancing, and promoting Northwest 
Michigan’s natural communities through terrestrial 
invasive plant management and outreach.

To learn more about how you can help protect our wild places, visit HabitatMatters.org
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Key Features:

Is American plum right for you?

Fruits
Fruits are large and 
edible, attracting a 
variety of birds. May 
be made into jam.

Visitors to Explore 
Hosts the caterpillars 
of this coral hairstreak 
butterfly. Also hosts 
the wild cherry sphinx 
and the saddleback 
caterpillar. Fruits 
attract a variety of 
birds.

Flowers & Leaves
Flowers appear in 
clusters in early 
spring. Leaves are 
alternate and finely 
serrated.

americaN plum  
 (Prunus americana)

Steven J. Baskauf

Dan Mullen

  Paul Wray

Benny Mazur

15-25 ft tall, 12-20 ft wide

Protecting, enhancing, and promoting Northwest 
Michigan’s natural communities through terrestrial 
invasive plant management and outreach.

To learn more about how you can help protect our wild places, visit HabitatMatters.org
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Key Features:

Is chokecherry right for you?

Berries
Seeds are toxic.  
Fruits are edible 
but astringent. 
Used historically in 
pemmican.

Visitors to Explore 
Hosts caterpillars of 
this small-eyed sphinx 
moth, as well as of the 
cherry shoot border 
moth. A variety of 
birds, such as the 
orchard oriole, eat its 
berries.

Flowers & Leaves
Flowers appear May 
through July, and 
have a pleasant smell.
Leaves turn yellow in 
the fall.

choKecherry  
 (Prunus virginiana)

Philip Chapman-Bell

Peter Gorman

born1945

Anita Gould

20-30 ft tall, 15-20 ft wide

Protecting, enhancing, and promoting Northwest 
Michigan’s natural communities through terrestrial 
invasive plant management and outreach.

To learn more about how you can help protect our wild places, visit HabitatMatters.org
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Key Features:

Is white oak right for you?

Acorns
Acorns serve as a 
high quality food 
source for many 
mammals and birds.

Visitors to Explore 
Oaks are by far among 
the most valuable 
plants for wildlife, 
hosting over 500 moths 
and butterflies like 
this cecropia moth 
caterpillar. 

Leaves
Leaves are simple and 
alternately 
arranged with round 
edges, in contrast 
with the pointy leafed 
red oak.

white oaK  
 (Quercus alba)

Bob Gutowski

Jed Sullivan

Dcrjsr

Marvin Smith

60-90 ft tall, 50-80 ft wide

Protecting, enhancing, and promoting Northwest 
Michigan’s natural communities through terrestrial 
invasive plant management and outreach.

To learn more about how you can help protect our wild places, visit HabitatMatters.org
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Key Features:

Is burr oak right for you?

Leaves
Leaves have two 
to three pairs of 
rounded lobes, with 
white undersides.

Visitors to Explore 
Oaks are by far among 
the most valuable 
plants for wildlife, 
hosting over 500 
moths and butterflies 
like the caterpillar 
of this Edward’s 
hairstreak butterfly. 

Acorns
Boasts the largest 
acorns of all North 
American oaks. 
Burr oak’s name 
comes from the soft 
burrs on the acorns.

Burr oaK  
 (Quercus macrocarpa)

Steven J. Baskauf

Steven J. Baskauf

Steven J. Baskauf

summerazure

80-100 ft tall, 60-80 ft wide

Protecting, enhancing, and promoting Northwest 
Michigan’s natural communities through terrestrial 
invasive plant management and outreach.

To learn more about how you can help protect our wild places, visit HabitatMatters.org
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Key Features:

Is fragrant sumac right for you?

Fruits
The fruits come as 
fuzzy drupes and 
can be brewed into 
a tasty tea.

Visitors to Explore 
Berries support birds 
like this American 
robin, as well as 
others like the ruffed 
grouse. Chipmunks 
and squirrels also eat 
the fruits.

Flowers
Tiny yellow flowers 
bloom at the 
twig tips in early 
spring before the      
foliage.

FragraNt sumac  
 (Rhus aromatica)

Tom Potterfield

kingsbraegarden

Steve Baskauf

Julie Falk

2-6 ft tall, 2-6 ft wide

Protecting, enhancing, and promoting Northwest 
Michigan’s natural communities through terrestrial 
invasive plant management and outreach.

To learn more about how you can help protect our wild places, visit HabitatMatters.org



I 

 

Key Features:

Is American elderberry right for you?

Fruits
Fruit clusters 
mature in 
September and are 
edible. Typically used 
to make wine.

Visitors to Explore 
Berries support 
birds like this scarlet 
tanager, and others 
like the yellow warbler. 
Hosts the spring azure 
butterfly.

Leaves & Flowers
Compound, 
opposite leaves are 
serrated, 2-6 inches 
long. Flowers in 
clusters from May 
to July.

americaN elderBerry  
 (Sambucus canadensis)

Willow

Hoffman Family Foundation

H. Zell 

US Fish and Wildlife Service

5-12 ft tall, 5-12 ft wide

Protecting, enhancing, and promoting Northwest 
Michigan’s natural communities through terrestrial 
invasive plant management and outreach.

To learn more about how you can help protect our wild places, visit HabitatMatters.org
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Key Features:

Is Northern white cedar right for you?

Needles
Cones are slender, 
yellow- green 
ripening brown, and 
are typically about 
0.5” long.

Visitors to Explore 
Provides good 
nesting sites for 
a variety of birds, 
like this Cape May 
warbler. Other birds 
eat its seeds. Deer 
browse cedar heavily.

Needles
Needles are fused 
together and looked 
matted.

NortherN white cedar  
 (Thuja occidentalis)

Crusier

Brandice Schnabel

H. Zell

 US Fish and Wildlife Service

25-60 ft tall, 10-15 ft wide

Protecting, enhancing, and promoting Northwest 
Michigan’s natural communities through terrestrial 
invasive plant management and outreach.

To learn more about how you can help protect our wild places, visit HabitatMatters.org
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Key Features:

Is nannyberry right for you?

Fruits
Berries transition from 
green to yellow, pink, 
rose, and finally blue-
black, and are edible 
of the shrub, or in 
jams. Fruits reportedly 
eaten by nanny goats.

Visitors to Explore 
Berries attract birds like 
this northern flicker, 
and also other birds 
like the cedar waxwing. 
Hosts caterpillars of 
butterflies like the 
spring azure.

Blooms
Showy flowers 
bloom in clusters in 
late May, producing 
edible fruits by 
autumn. 

NaNNyBerry  
 (Viburnum lentago)

Keith Kanoti

Robert W. Freckmann 
Herbarium, Univ. of Wisconsin-Stevens Point

Vojtech Zavadil

Minette Layne

10-20 ft tall, 6-12 ft wide

Protecting, enhancing, and promoting Northwest 
Michigan’s natural communities through terrestrial 
invasive plant management and outreach.

To learn more about how you can help protect our wild places, visit HabitatMatters.org
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Key Features:

Is highbush cranberry right for you?

Flowers
Showy white flowers 
begin to appear in 
June.

Visitors to Explore 
Birds like this ruffed 
grouse eat the 
cranberries. Also hosts 
caterpillars of the rose 
hooktip moth and the 
horrid zale moth.

Berries
Showy red berries 
persist into winter, 
feeding birds late 
into the season.

highBush craNBerry  
 (Viburnum trilobum)

gardentrek

Marilylle Soveran

Leo Papandreou

David Allen

8-12 ft tall, 8-12 ft wide

Protecting, enhancing, and promoting Northwest 
Michigan’s natural communities through terrestrial 
invasive plant management and outreach.

To learn more about how you can help protect our wild places, visit HabitatMatters.org


